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A lifesaving nursing force
THERE is a global shortage in
the numbers of nurses across
the world, according to the
World Health Organization.
With International Nurses
Day celebrated worldwide
on May 12, it is a chance
to reflect on the vital work
being carried out by health
professionals, particularly
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

According to WHO, the
world needs 9 million more
nurses and midwives if it is
to achieve universal health
coverage by 2030.

"Nurses play a critical role
in health promotion, disease
prevention and delivering
primary and community
care. They provide care in
emergency settings and will
be key to the achievement of
universal health coverage,"
WHO stated.

Investing in nurses and
midwives is good value for
money.

The UN High Level Com-
mission on Health Employ-
ment and Economic Growth
concluded that investments
ineducationand jobcreation
in the health and social sec-
tors deliver a triple return in

improved health outcomes,
global health security, and
inclusive economic growth.

Investing in midwifery,
where care covers maternal
and newborn health as well
as for family planning, could

avert over 80 per cent of all
maternal deaths, stillbirths
andneonatal deaths, accord-
ing toWHO figures.

Nursing and midwifery
represents the largest female
workforce in the world.

Nurses and midwives
account for nearly 50 per
cent of the global health
workforce, and 70 per cent of
them are women.

From ancient Egypt to to-
day'smodern hospitals,mid-

wifery has played a vital role
in the development of med-
icine, especially for women.

A derivative of an old
English word meaning "with
woman", a midwife's duties
can start even before con-

ception, providing guidance
and support for women hop-
ing to fall pregnant.

Modern midwives are
armed with a wide skill set
to provide many services,
supporting women through
pregnancy and birth and ex-
tending support to the family
when the baby arrives.

Midwives Australia, a
leading not-for-profit or-
ganisation, says the work of
midwives to provide lasting
health benefits for women,
their babies and families, is
now being more widely rec-
ognised. International Nurs-
es Day is the perfect time to
celebrate the work of nurses
andmidwives.

DAY TO RECOGNISE NURSES: International Nurses Day will be celebrated on May 12, 2021. Photo: SHUTTERSTOCK.

‘‘Nurses andmidwives
account for
nearly 50 per
cent of the
global health
workforce.

NURSING

Celebrating our amazing general practice
nurses: Victoria, Alexandria and Sofia on
International Nurses Day. You’ve worked so
hard this past year, with COVID-19 testing, the
respiratory clinic, COVID-19 and flu vaccines,
as well as everything else you do. We are so
grateful to have you as part of our team!

Book online via our website: bullimedicalpractice.com.au
or call 4284 4622 | 74 Park Road, Bulli

Monday to Friday: 8am-6pm | Saturday: 8am-12 noon

AtWollongong Day Surgery, we provide unrivalled care and
service to our patients in a modern surgical facility.

We specialise in colonoscopy, eye surgery, orthopaedics, IVF,
gynaecology, dental surgery, ENT, plastic and general surgery.

Ask about Self Pay Surgery packages for uninsured patients. wollongongdaysurgery.com.au

THE ILLAWARRA’S PREMIER
DAY SURGERY
FACILITY


